
My first concept that I chose was a historical concept. I set the concept in a time before

the change of scenery for the Seneca people so I could use all the information I could find on a

lost and mostly colonized and destroyed culture. So far I have found 4 reliable sources on Seneca

people and the way they have moved throughout the United States. I was able to find an online

and in person museum for the Seneca people illustrating their culture and the way they tribally

dress for rituals and celebrations. This gives me more to work with as it illustrates face paint and

feathers used to display stories and what they mean by each celebration. I was also able to find a

picture of what the Moccasins would have looked like. This gave me many ideas and I chose to

go with a dance concept to incorporate these ideas. I show pictures on my slide of people who

have tried to illustrate animals through dance costumes and with that in mind plus the sillethouse

of the native garments I could render a full dance concert. The other piece I include is the picture

with the tattoos. I included this because the tattoos are a large part of Seneca culture especially

for men and they illustrate accomplishments. I could incorporate this for each of the brothers

demonstrating the amount of bears they’ve killed or a family rank. This would help to distinguish

each brother from each other along with physical differences and other bodily differences.

The second concept I chose was to incorporate the tale into modern times making the

bear king the one who convinces the brothers to respect all life, but is ultimately still destroyed

by the choices of the human race. I thought this would be a cool concept because it incorporates

trials of 2020 with the destruction of the earth instead of some bears dying. I thought this would

be a really interesting concept to do because of the theme of respecting living things especially in

a political climate that doesn’t seem to care whether we live or die. I would incorporate the

tattoos again from the original tribe and come of the colors they used while also incorporating

colors of the forest. These colors would be representative of life and the ongoing nature of life.

For the bears I would make them human and incorporate more “bear” qualities whether using the

name as bear or making a bear council or something that isn’t a physical bear. I think this would

be helpful in interpreting the story from the root. In my presentation I included pictures of

current men’s style. Each style is a little different and I would put each brother in a different

style. I would incorporate the tattoos and earthy tones into each of their costumes, or would use

the bright colors in their costumes and make the bears be in the earth tones.


